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PREFACE 
////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 

Zbigniew Turkiewia 

REMEMBERING ONE'S OWN HEROES 
IS AN OBLIGATION. THE CRUISE 
OF S\Y KPT. WAGNER ALONG THE 
TRAIL OF GREAT POLES IN AMERICA 
IS THE BEST PROOF OF THAT. 

Capt Andrzej W. Piotrowski 

"GREATLOOPPOLONIA" 
IS A BIG VENTURE. 
THE IDEA OF TELLING ABOUT 
POLISH CONTRIBUTION 
TO BUILD AMERICA'S 
PROSPERITY THROUGH 

I LIVE ON BOAT IN ANCHORAGE 
OFF ISLAND SEPARATE FROM 
MARINA, UNINHABITED EXCEPT 
FOR ME AND MY PUPPIES. THIS 
IS MY AFFORDABLE VERSION OF 
TRELLIS BAY. I LOVED RUBICON 
FIND TRELLIS BAY, EVEN THE IDEA 
OF IT, AS DID MY FATHER. I STEER 
MY SOUL THROUGH THE OCEAN 
OF TRUTH AND THE SPIRIT OF 
A GOOD EXISTENCE. 

AN EXPEDITION IS VERY 
ORIGINAL I BELIEVE IN IT 
AND I WISH GREAT SEL.F
CONFlDENCETO All 
PROMOTERS, FROM THE 
BOTTOM OF MY HEART. 

Michael Wagner, \Madystaw Wagner's son 

Program coordinator of Wagner SaiUng RaUy 2015 

LIVING A LIFE FAR AWAY FROM 
HOME MAKES ME CARE ABOUT 
MY COUNTRY EVEN MORE THAN 
BEFORE. BEING A PART OF THE 
"GREAT LOOP POLONIA" JOURNEY 
AND FILMING THE TRIP IS MY 
CONTRIBUTION TO BUILDING 

I FIND THIS NEW VENTURE 
BY THE CARIBBEAN REPUBLIC 
OF SAILORS A FASCINATING ONE. 
THE CRUISE ALONG THE TRAIL 
OF GREAT POLES Will MARK 
AN IMPORTANT STAGE IN 

A GOOD NAME FOR AMERICAN 
POLONIA. 

UNDERSTANDING THE HISTORY Piotr Rudzinski 
OF POLAND'S GREAT NAMES 
IN AMERICA. 

Capt Zbyszek "Gutek" 

Gutk<MISki 

I AM GLAD THAT I CAN PARTICIPATE 
IN THIS EXTRAORDINARY PROJECT 
WHICH Will REMIND OUR POLISH 
YOUTH AND POLONIA ABOUT 
THE DISTINGUISHED ACHIEVEMENTS 
OF NOTEWORTHY POLES, AS WEll 
AS ENRICH OUR UNDERSTANDING 
OF THEIR AMBITIOUS ENDEAVORS. 

Jerzy Glica 

DO NOT SUFFER FOOLS 
GLADLY. ESPECIALLY 
OLD ONES. THEY HAVE 
HAD PLENTY OF TIME 
TO GET WISER. (WORKS 
AT SEA AND ASHORE) 

Capt. Jerzy Knabe 

CAPT. 
PIOTROWSKI'S 
"VOYAGE OF 
RE-DISCOVERY" 
TO HONOR AND 
PUBLICIZE THE 
TREMENDOUS BUT 
OFTEN FORGOTTEN 
HEROIC 
CONTRIBUTIONS 
OF POLISH
AMERICANS 
TO AMERICA'S 
GREATNESS 
IS AN AMAZING 
AND QUITE AN 
ADVENTUROUS 
FEAT. 

Romuald J. Poplawski 
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CAPTAIN WAGNER'S 
SAIUNG ODYSSEY 

Wagner on 
RUBICON, British 
Virgin Islands 
(early 1950s) 
~ 

ON JULY 8, 1932 WlADEK WAGNER LEFT GDYNIA 
ON A SEA VOYAGE. WHAT HE DID NOT DISCLOSE WAS 
THE FACT THAT THIS WOULD BE A VOYAGE AROUND 
THE WORLD. 

Poland regained independence by military actions of J. Pilsudski' s Legions and also by his 
diplomatic efforts greatly supported by I.Paderewski and R.Dmowski. The new bom state 
adopted a name-The Second Republic- and executed many actions to consolidate territories 
of three partitioners into a single Polish state. Access to the Baltic, even counting both sides 
of the long Hel Peninsula. measured only 140 kilometres of seashore. Originally Polish city of 
Gdansk, left out on a Free Town status by the Treaty of Versailles became later the ignition point 
of the WW II. J6zef Pilsudski, as a 'Chief of State' decreed: "I am ordering establishment of The 
Polish Navy on 28th of November 1918". Thus started a new era. Short strip of shore became 
a window to the world for the 2nd Republic. On lOth February 1920 the Parliament passed 

a statute for building of sea harbour in Gdynia. On 
17th June 1920 the Maritime School in Taew was 
established. Sailing ship LW6W became its training 
vessel In 1930 school was moved to Gdynia and 
acquired a new ship-a full rigged DAR POMORZA. 

Retrieved seashore induced parallel activity of 
many yachting organizations. Polish Yachting 
Association (Pzi), established on 11 May 1924, 
cared about Olympic sailing, associated sailing clubs 
and introduced a yachting education & ranking 
system. Polish Scouting Association included 
maritime training into its activities. The Scouts 
have had their own sail training ship ZAWISZA 
CZARNY skippered by sailor and civic leader, General 
Mariusz Zaruski. ln February 1924 the Yacht Club 
of Poland (YKP) was inaugurated and the President 
of Poland became its Honorary Commodore. 

A young Polish student, Wladek Wagner arrived from 
the interior and matured in those circumstances. 
He was bom in village Krzyiowa Wola (close to 
Starachowice) on 17 September 1912. The whole 
family of his father Walerian and mother Maria nee 

Bielinska moved in 1927 to Gdynia, which was 
rapidly transforming from the small fishermen 
village into a main seaport of the country. 
Teenagers Wladek and his younger brother Janek, 
started to develop their yachting interests. Polish 
'Klondike' with foreign ships in the roads, sailors 
from all parts of the world, have a strong influence 
on imagination of young Poles. For Wladek it 
was a call of new, exciting adventures. In 1931 
Wladek was already a leader of maritime scout 
team named after the king John 3rd .Sobieski. 
On the building site of new harbour he found an 
abandoned hull of a sail-motor boat He called 
his acquisition ZJAWA (PHANTOM). Indeed that 
phantom would change his life and lead him to 
far countries he first heard about from international .A 
sailors visiting the brand new Gdynia harbour. //-#..PJJJ})Jjlj/W})J$a Harbour (Malta, 1939) 

On 8th of July 1932 Wagner accompanied by Rudolf Korniowski left Gdynia on a sailing trip, on board of 
ZJAWA He did not disclose that this would be a voyage around the world. Along the coast of Sweden, 
Denmark and Umfiord, they reached the North Sea. Then along the coast passed English Channel, Bay of 
Biscay and arrived to Santander. Only from here, in a letter to the Kurier Krakowski daily paper, Wagner 
wrote about his will to circumnavigate the world under sails. In Usbon the crew was joined by a Polish 
globetrotter Frydson. They arrived to casablanca. There Wagner met famous French sailor Alain Gerbault 
The man did not believe in success of Wagner's voyage. Poles traversed the Atlantic arriving to Belem. 
Korniowski left them there because of ill health. ZJAWA with Wagner and Frydson reached Colon in 

THE NAME "ZJAWA" 
("PHANTOM") WOULD 
CHANGE HIS LIFE 
AND LEAD HIM TO 
FAR COUNTRIES HE 
HEARD ABOUT FROM 
SAILORS VISITING 
THE POLISH WINDOW 
TO THE WORLD. 

Panama on 3-rd December. Alas, the boat was not seaworthy 
any more and was sold. They parted the company and Wagner 
began writing his book "Pod!ug slonca i gwiazd"- but also looked 
around for new boat Money earned by press articles plus an 
advance for the book let him buy a hull To outfit the new ZJAWA 
II was a hard work but she was almost ready in the beginning 
of December 1933. A young Pole, J6zef Pawlica joins Wladek 
on board. Polish sts DAR POMOR2A, just on her training voyage 
around the world, gives them a tow in the Panama canal Then 
is a sail to Ubertad in Ecuador in order to prepare for voyage to 

Australia. On 5th February 1934 ZJAWA II starts Pacific crossing. After visiting Manihiki and Samoa they 
reach Rji on 11th July. Luckily, only there, the damage by teredo shipworms gets to the point that the 
boat sinks on shallow anchorage of Suva. Wagner manages to refloats and sells it Pawlica decides to 
stay on the island but Wagner, thanks to the Polish consul in Australia, embarks ship NIAGARA and on 
17 April1935 lands in Australia. In Australia Wagner lives with two very patriotic families of Kaczanowski 
and Kondratowia. Days are filled by work and meetings with compatriots. He has to gather money for 
the consecutive yacht In the same time, he teams shipbuilding on the University of Sydney. At last he 
is ready. Decides to build a new yacht in Ecuador, country he is familiar with from stay on ZJAWA II. 



The Wagner 
jailmy at Trellis 
Bay (early 19 50s) .... 
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On 3rd July 1936 he is on his way to Ecuador-bythe sea. First on steamer 
MONOVAI to Auckland and then on MATAROA to Balboa at Panama Canal. 
During that whole trip he works on plans of his new yacht She wiH be 
50 feet lengths, 13' beam and 7' draught Building ZJAWA Ill in Ecuador 
took eight and half months. Skipper designed his future boat, found the 
shipyard in Guayaquil organized materials and directed the works. His friend 
from Australia Wladyslaw Kondratowicz arrived to Ecuador and decided 
to sail with Wagner, participating in building and financing the voyage. 

In the beginning of July 1937 ZJAWA Ill is ready to go. The route leads to islands Raroia, 
Tahiti and Bora Bora, where Wladek meets again Alain Gerbault. The Frenchman is much 
more cordial now. PoUsh sailor impresses him with his wiH and perseverance to continue 

around the world .. . It was expressed by an entry in ZJAWA Ill logbook. The next stop 
is Rarotonga Island. On 30th of September they already are on the way to Sydney. To the 
welcome of Australian Poles the anchor is dropped in Watson Bay on 5th November. A continuous 
flow of innumerable meetings and excursions did not prevent mental preparations for return trip 

to Poland. Two Australian scouts joined the crew, prompted by invitation for Wagner to be an 
honorary guest of international scouts meeting due in July 1939 in Scotland. On lOth July 1938 
there was a fareweH meeting in Rose Bay. ZJAWA Ill begins her return to Poland. They reached 

the entrance to Suez Canal on 23rd January 1939. It was a long trip from Sydney. Young sailors 
experienced grounding at Great Barrier Reef, long passagt,of the Indian Ocean and hazardous 
navigation on the Red Sea. Thanks to the PoUsh Embassy in Cairo they went through the Suez 
Canal under sails what made an event in the Canal's history. From Port Said, through Malta, 
and Algiers they reached Gibraltar. The stays are short and on 3rd July they are already on their 
way to England. On 15th July- the opening day of Ill World Scout Jamboree in Scotland -they 
are stiH beating against the wind in the Bay of Biscay. On 21st they anchor in Southampton. 

Wladek and two Australians go to Jamboree by train and they are treated there as heroes. Wladek 
can not stay there- he is anxious of poUtical situation and in a hurry to go home. Two Australians, 
Dave Walsh and Bernard Plowright decide to go along with him. On 2nd September 1939 they 

enter Great Yarmouth on the east coast And here he 

gets an order from PoUsh General Consul to abort the 
trip because there is a war. Germany attacked Poland. 

ZJAWA Ill is requisitioned by British authorities for Royal 
Navy purposes. Wagner is spending his war years as an 
officer of PoUsh merchant navy in Atlantic convoys. After 
the war he gets ZJAWA Ill back and he tries to develop 
a fishery business in England. Communist occupation 
of Poland exdudes his return to homeland. At this time 
he gets acquainted with his future wife Mabel. Because 
of post-war austerity young married couple decide to 
sail to Australia. Wagner seHs ZJAWA Ill and his other 

fishing vessels and buys a big ketch RUBICON built by 
renowned shipyard Camper Nicholson. They start their 

II. feature on 
Wagner's Ship 
Yard in "The 
San Juan Star" 
(May 1967) 

/#/#/////////# 
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trip from Dublin to Australia in November 1948. On 18th February 
1949 RUBICON arrives to Port of Spain in Trinidad. It turns out that the 
captain's wife is pregnant. The yacht sails north to St Thomas on US 
Virgin Islands. It is clear then that Australian project is off. Remaining 
crew members disperse. Wagners decide to stay on Virgin Islands 

foHowing birth of their daughter Suzanne. On Beef Island off Tortola in 
neighbouring British Virgin Islands Wladek discovers a beautiful bay. 

At that T re!Us Bay Wagners Uved for nine years. Their son 
Michael was bom. There Wladek built a slipway, shipyard, the 
Club House on Bellamy Cay and the Tamarind House for his 

own family. Before his family decided to move to San Juan in 
Puerto Rico in 1958 he managed to finish the runway of airport on Beef Island. 
In agreement with Puerto ~~o authorities, started construction of a shipyard 
on Isla Grande. It was a grand enterprise and in the end the Wagner Shipyard 
& Marina was established. It serviced yachts, fishing boats and even smaHer 
vessels of US Navy. In 1964 Wagners received the USA residence permit 

The Enterprising Pole became an object of envy for competitors_ Proposals to sell the shipyard he 
consequently rejected. Competitors kept relentless pressure. After years they succeeded. Long stress 
made considerable impact on his health. Wagners moved to Winter Park in Rorida. Nevertheless Wladek 
commenced another big project for Buccaneers Isles Resort on St Maarten. The yacht RUBICON was 
moved to St Marteen to serve as a temporary base. Then, almost simultaneously Wladek suffered 
a massive stroke and the news came from Simpson Bay that during hurricane RUBICON parted from 
her anchor and finally sunk in the bay. That was a heavy blow for Wagner. Works on the big project 
were ceased. Then there was a long period of convalescence. Thanks to care and nursing efforts of his 
wife he slowly came around. Wrote a book "By the sun and stars", made models of his yachts, and 
coHected various materials about his voyages. He died in Winter Park on 15th September 1992. • 

Wagner serving as officer 
on NAROCZ (194 3) .... 

Cpt. Wagner visited by the author 
(Winter Park,1990) .... 
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PoLisH HEROES 
IN AMERICA 

OUR VOYAGE RUNS AN ITINERARY NOT OFTEN FOLLOWED 
BY EXPATRIATE POLISH SAILORS. INDEED, MISSISSIPPI 
RIVER WAS NAVIGATED BY OUR YACHTS SEVERAL TIMES 
ALREADY BUT OTHER INLAND WATERWAYS WERE RATHER 
NEGLECTED. THAT IS A PITY BECAUSE A GREAT LOOP- OUR 
CURRENT WAY AROUND CENTRAL PART OF USA- OFFERS 
GREAT MANY ATTRACTIONS FOR BOATERS. 

From starting point in Chicago IWnois Waterway lead us to Mississippi and following that river 
we reach New Orleans. There we join Gulf Intracoastal Waterway up to Florida. After visiting on 
the way StPetersburg, Ft. Myers we reach a Gate to Caribbean Sea. Colorful Key West deserves 
such a name. Sailing from there along the east coast of Florida we make stops at Miami, 
Ft Lauderdale and St. Augustine. That is Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway which leads then along 

east shore of United States foUowing lagoons, river estuaries, bays, lakes and artificial canals. 
After Florida we are visiting harbors of Georgia, both CarQlinas, Virginia, New Jersey and New 
York State. These are: Savannah, Charleston, Norfolk, Annapolis, Atlantic City and New York 
City. From NYC we sail up the river Hudson and in Albany join New York State Canal While on 
Hudson we certainly visit famous West Point Academy. Then we reach Buffalo and via the Great 
Lakes, visiting Cleveland and Detroit, return to Chicago. 

A Trail of Great Poles foUows that very same itinerary. People from Poland have been participating 
in the creation of the US since the very beginning. They fought during American Revolution 
(Generals Pulaski, Kosduszko, Count Beniowski, Capt Miklaszewia -privateer of American 
Republic); during Civil War (Gen. Krzyianowski, Colonels Tochman, Oladowski, Sulakowski and 
Szymanski); in Texas War (Major Dembinski). They built the state (engineer Ralph Modrzejewski 

-ModjeskD. We are quoting some information about our heroes further below. 

Our expedition aims to demonstrate and confirm more than these basic facts. We, Americans of Polish 
origin, we are at home. We are in our own country. We fought for its birth, we fought in its defence and 
we toiled on its construction. We are Polish Americans. Our number in US is over 10 millions. We know 
that, but we need to remind these facts to aU our American brothers. Our stops on the Great Loop of 
America are serving that purpose. We want to meet many our compatriots, many feUow Americans of 
Polish descent and promote the idea of our expedition:- To celebrate and give due commemoration for 
aU our faUen, kiUed in action, deserving appreciation, dead and living heroes. There are plenty of pertinent 
places for that on our way: New Orleans, Mobile, St Petersburg, Miami, Savannah, Norfolk, New York, 
West Point, Buffalo, Detroit, Chicago --quoting only those most important Besides- as usual on aU 
expeditions- we are in the front of Great Unknown. We cannot guess how many forgotten, quiet, never 
acknowledged names, graves and untold stories we shaU discover during this trip. And that must be done, 
by us, Americans of Polish origin. That is our duty. That will not be done by Poland, by the Polish state or 
its government They are busy with their own affairs, which sometimes are for us hard to comprehend. 
They are not (and have never been) inclined to accept. us for partners and acknowledge our achievements. 
Consequently, this is an even more important duty for us. We have to take care about our own affairs. And 
as an 'own', we mean our rights and duties as American US citizens of Polish origin. We are a part of this 
great nation. It is our own nation. 

PEOPLE FROM 
POLAND HAVE BEEN 
PARTICIPATING 
IN THE CREATION 
OF THE US SINCE 
THE VERY BEGINNING. 
THEY FOUGHT 
DURING AMERICAN 
REVOLUTION, CIVIL 
WAR AND TEXAS 
WAR. 

It is quite to the point to mention that our expedition goes 

through the most beautiful parts of US. Using inland waterways 
we can observe, from the board of yacht Kpt. Wagner, 
unforgettable sights of American countryside. Mississippi reveals 
to us scenes of Mark Twain's novels The Adventures ofT om 
Sawyer and Huckleberry Rnn. The capital of jazz shows off 
a famous French Quarter, Alabama and Mississippi remind places 
of American Civil War. Then we see beautiful and warm Florida, 
historic remnants of colonial past along ICW in Charleston, 
Beaufort and Morehead City. Natural beauty of Albemarle Sound 
and Chesapeake Bay; the might of New York Harbor, quiet villages 
along the Erie Canal (NYSQ and vast expanses of the wortd biggest 
fresh water lakes. AU of that presents itself to partidpants of our Great 
Loop Expedition- FoUowing the Trail of Great Poles of America. 
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GENERAL I<AziMIERZ PUI:.ASKI 

Member of an important 
confederation of PoUsh nobles 
founded in fortress Bar, best 
known Pole in America. Acclaimed 
a "Father of American cavalry", 
he was mortally shot-wounded 
during the charge near Savannah, 
died in November 1779 on board 
of the war-ship Wasp and was 
buried at sea ... That was the story 
until recently but in fact General 

was buried on a Savannah plantation. 
Archaeological works in 1966 found there 
a coffin clearly marked "Brigadier general 
Casimir Pulaski". Solemn funeral foUowed 
on 9th October 2005. Hearing the news 
about Pulaski's death on 17th November 
1779 at his head quarter in Moore House, 
West Point, General George Washington 
ordered to employ for that day in the whole 
army a password "Pulaski" and countersign 
"Poland". 

GENERAL TADEUSZ 
KoSciUSZKO 

Leader of an Insurrection, known in 
PoUsh history under his very own name 
("Ko5ciuszko's Insurrection"), soldier 
and engineer in the service of George 

Washington's army during American 
Revolution, designer and builder of fort West 
Point at Hudson River, while fighting EngUsh. 
That fort became later a famous MiUtary 
Academy of US. For his merits, by resolution 
of the Congress, he was promoted to 
Brigadier General of American army, on 13 
October 1783,. Kosduszko received special 
thanks, grant of over 600 acres of land and 
considerable amount of money to be paid 
later in yearly instalments. When Congress 
paid him in 1798 arrears in salary, in spite of 
his own financial hardship, he immediately 
forwarded that money for freeing and 
education of negro slaves. Remains of his 
American property he consigned to care of 
Thomas Jefferson, who was the executor 
of his will Tadeusz Ko5ciuszko died on 15th 
October 1817 in Solura, Switzerland. 

COUNT MAuRVCY BENIOWSKI 

Another member of Bar Confederation, 
friend of Kazimierz Pulaski, sailor, skipper 
of saiUng ship Saint Peter and Paul 
during brave escape from deportation 
at Kamchatka. When American War of 
Independence started, foUowing his friend 
Pulaski, he crossed the ocean to the newly 
born United States and offered his services 
to George Washington. His plan was to 
organize a legion of soldiers recruited in 

different European states. In other words, he 
proposed something similar to contemporary 
French Foreign Legion, fighting against England 
on US side. His idea was positively received by 
the High Commander. After the victorious war 
with England he initiated America-Madagascar 
trade and went to Madagascar on board of 
saiUng ship Intrepid. Soon after arrival he was 
defeated by mischief of his French enemies. 
He died during the siege of capital Antanarivo 
in 1786. 

GENERAL WtODZIMIERZ 
KRZYZANOWSKI 

PoUsh insurgent against Prussia in 1846, emigrated 
to US after the insurrection. In America he finished 
technical studies and mastered the EngUsh 
language. He worked at railway construction in 
Virginia and there he get to know his future father· 
in-law, General Burnett He married and moved 
to Washington where he started his own and 
prosperous business. After election of Abraham 
Uncoln as President and start of Civil War he 
sided with the Union and joined the North Army. 
He organized volunteers and commanded 58th 
Infantry Division from New York known also as 
"PoUsh Legion". He gained increasing fame after 
battles of Cross Keys in Shenandoah VaUey, 2nd 
battle of BuU Run, ChanceUors ViUe, Gettysburg 
and KnoxviUe. That brought consecutive 
promotions up to Brigadier General 

After the war he was unemployed for the long 
period -as was the common fate of many Union 
officers. Later on he was given 
post of head of Tax Office for 
Georgia and Florida. In 1872 he 
became a spedal agent ofTreasury 
Department for fighting smugglers 
and controlUng custom houses 
officers in the region of New 
Orleans. He worked so 

effidently and quickly that in 1873 he was already 
spedal agent of 15th Customs Area in Washington 
State. Just after famiUarizing himself with the new 
vast area and finishing few investigations, he was 
sent to check about aUeged illegal transactions 
going on in Alaska, which was bought from Tsarist 
Russia in 186 7. Alaskan job finished -he moved 
to San Frandsco. In 1878 he became Director of 
Treasury Department in Washington. For final 
period of Ufe he returned to New York and died 
there in 1887. On the 50th anniversary of his death 
his remains were moved to the Artington National 
Cemetery in Washington and tribute delivered by 
president FrankUn D. Roosevelt was broadcasted 
nationwide on American radios. 

COUONELKACPERTOCHMAN 

Insurgent of the "November Uprising" (1830 against 
Russia) in Poland. After defeat he left the country 
with the corps of General Rybiriski and emigrated to 
France. He served as an emissary between Count 
Adam Czartoryski and General J6zef Bern. In 1837 
he emigrated to United States. Finished his law 
stucr~es and became a popular American lawyer. 
He actively participated in the PoUsh community 
affairs. There was a contrMrsial inheritance case 
ofTadeusz KoSciuszko and Tochman acted as 
a plenipotentiary of Kosduszkd s famRy remaining in 
part of Poland under Russian annexation. During the 
CMl War he sided with the Confederates. Together 
with Sulakowski and Oladowski created in New 
Orleans a "PoUsh Brigade" of PoUsh emigrants IMng 
in southern states. That brigade fought among other 
places in battle of Gettysburg and attacking Culps 
HiU on 2nd July 1863 suffered heavy losses. For his 
war merits Tochman was promoted to the rank of 
colonel After defeat of the Confederates he was an 
immigration commissioner in Virginia promoting 

settlements in that state. The one caUed "New 
Poland" was then inaugurated. Later 

in the Ufe he withdrew himself from 
pubUc activity and lived on a farm 
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near Washington. He died in 1880 
in Spotsylvania, Virginia. 

COLONEL WALERIAN 
SUtAKOWSKI 

He fought in the European ,Spring 
of Nations" 1848 revolution 
in the Legion of J6zef Bern in 
Hungary. After defeat, in 1849 he 
was already an immigrant in US 
and settled in New Orleans. He 
was welcomed there as a hero 
byTochman, Oladowski and 
Szymanski, who gave him support 
in his first steps in US. later he 
was himself involved in similar 

activities inside of the Polish New Orleans 
community. On the beginning of Civil War he 
was promoted to Colonel and get command 
of Polish Brigade in 14th Infantry Regiment 
In cooperation with Tochman organized and 
equipped that regiment, which was a part 
of "Tigers of louisia~.~a". Then from the unit 
command he moved to the post of chief 
engineer as staffer of General-Major John 
Magruder. After defeat of Confederation he 
worked as an engineer, died in 1873. 

COLONEL HIPOUT 
OLADOWSKI 

Insurgent of Polish "November Uprising". 
Born under Russian annexation. Serving 
in Russian army get promoted to Captain. 
Captured during insurrection was sentenced 
for lifelong hard labor in Siberia but he 
managed to escape and emigrated to United 
States, where almost immediately he get 
confirmed as an army officer. He served for 
almost three decades in Federal Armament 
Department He fought Mexican War 1846-
1848 in US Army. Then, in the CMl War, 

he fought on Confederates side. He was 
convinced to do that by General Braxton 
Bragg when he was taking command and 
organizing units of Confederate Army in 
Florida. Confederation Congress confirmed 
promotion of Oladowski to the rank of 
Captain on 16th March 1861. Oladowski was 
one of 9 staff officers for General Bragg, in 
charge of armament service. For his merits 
as General Quartermaster of Mississippi 
Army get promotion to the Colonel After 
the war General Bragg who became 
a chief engineer in Alabama and managed 
extension of Mobile harbor, did not forget 
about Oladowski and gave him a post in his 
district That new job occupied Oladowski 
for next umpteen years. Suffering grave 
iUness in his later years he refused to accept 
a pension since he was not able to fulfil his 
duties ... HipoUt Oladowski died on 16th 
18.7_8 in Columbus, Georgia and was buried at 
Magnolia Cemetery in Mobile, the same place 
where almost two years earlier was buried his 
long time friend Braxton Bragg. 

COLONEL IGNACY 
SzvMANSKI 

Insurgent of "November Uprising" served in 
Cavalry Regiment of Count Woroniecki. After 
defeat he emigrated to United States and in 
1835 settled in New Orleans. He was a very 
successful entrepreneur, owned cotton 
plantations and horse breeding farms. As 
a man of riches he was also an owner and 
skipper of an offshore sailing yacht. His 
circle offriends included KacperTochman, 
Hipolit Oladowski and Walerian Sulakowski, 
the same ones he later fought together 
against the Union. On the beginning of 
Secession War he was promoted to Colonel 
and get command of regiment in Chalmette, 
louisiana. However as a businessman and 

apt negotiator he preferred a quieter post and 
became an agent in charge of prisoners of war 
exchange in Trans-Mississippi Department of 
Confederation government. After the war he 
went back to the quiet Ufe of the plantation 
owner and was active among Polish Americans in 
southern states of US. He died at his plantation 
Summer Hill Farm in 1874. 

RUDOLF' MoDRZEJEWSKI 
(RALPH MODJESKI) 

Polish and American engineer, constructor of 
railways and bridges. He was a son of couple of 
Polish actors -+!elena Modrzejewska and Gustaw 
Zimajer. Aged 15 he emigrated with mother to US. 
He studied then (1883) in Paris at Ecole Nationale 
des Ponts et Chausees (National School of Bridges 
and Roads). After finishing (with distinction) 
returned to US and was working under George 
Morison -"Father of American Bridge Builders". In 
1893 started his own construction office in Chicago 
which operates until today as Modjeski & Masters. 
In 1911 he became a doctor of engineering at 
Illinois State University. He built almost 40 bridges 
over greatest rivers in US. He was instrumental in 
education and rearing of the next generations of 
American bridge constructors and builders. He was 
a pioneer of building suspended bridges and use 
of steel pylons instead of brick towers, where the 
weight of the bridge hangs over the water instead 
of being buttressed. 

NAVY CAPTAIN 
FELIKS 
MIKt.ASZEWICZ 

another member of Bar 
Confederation, born 
in Lithuania, fought in 
American Revolution -
as a privateer, having 
a letter of marque from 
American Congress, he 
fought British Royal Navy on the Atlantic Ocean 
using and commanding two own ships: "Prince 
RadziwiU" and "Scotch Trick". He was based in 
Savannah. 

MAJOR MICHAl:. DEMBINSKI 

Insurgent of the "November Uprising". 
Deported to US from internment in Prussia 
(in effect of agreement signed by President 
Andrew Jackson). As a professional soldier he 
went to the Texas War (1835-1836) in the Army 
of Sam Houston and detachment of Colonel 
Jarnes Fannin. He was taken prisoner during 
defence of the fort Goliad and executed by 
firing squad of Mexican troops. These troops 
under command of General Antonio lopez de 
Santa Ana were in combat against voluntary 
army of General Houston. There were a total 
of 303 Goliad defenders, together with their 
commander James Fannin, executed on 27th 
March 1836. Major Dembinski was rewarded 
by American government by grant of sizable 
land possession within state ofTexas. On that 
very same area of his property a great deposits 
of crude oil were discovered and are until now 
exploited by big oil firms- more than hundred 
years already. According to various sources 
and estimates, that inheritance of major 
Dembinski may well exceed the worth of 40 
billions US$ - that could be a biggest single 
inheritance in the whole history of Poland. • 



TRACING POLISH HEROES IN AMERICA 
//////////////////////////////////////////////////// 

ExPEDITION: 
THEmNERARY 

JUNE 5 I THURSDAY 

launching of sly KP[ WAGNER 

JUNE 6 I FRIDAY 

cruise to Sheridan Shore Yacht Club, 
Wilmette 

JUNE 8 I SUNDAY 

Bon Voyage Party at Sheridan 
Yacht Club, Wilmette 

JUNE 9 I MONDAY 

Tracing PoUsh Heroes in America: 
the ~ition begins 

I' 

JULY 13 I SUNDAY 
- JULY 19 I SATURDAY 

Key West - Ft Pierce <Rorida) 

JULY 20 I SUNDAY 
- JULY31 1THURSDAY 

Ft. Pierce- Norfolk Mrginia) 

NORFOLK (VIRGINIA) 
-CHICAGO 

AUGUST 2 I SATURDAY 
- AUGUST 9 I SATURDAY 

Norfolk- New York 

AUGUST 16 I SATURDAY 
- SEPTEMBER 6 I SATURDAY 

New York- Chicago 

OVERALL DISTAN€E I 5,000 MM 

• 

an rication 1nc. 
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Star-Tech Glass, Inc. 

We are proud to support the extraordinary venture of 
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